
President's Blog -13th January 2020 

So, Blog Number 3………. 

Happy New Year to you all – Happy New Decade 

I hope you are all raring to go in 2020 and have started to think about what you wish to achieve. Perhaps you 
have a full-blown list of resolutions? I considered dry January but rather thought I’d adopt the “damp” January 
approach! 

Some of you may know Heather Pitchford from BAAT days, West Midlands Audiology groups and Shropshire 
Audiology services. Heather still works in the West Midlands NHS in project management. Starting off as my 
supervisor many moons ago we have remained firm friends over the decades. Heather has often been an 
inspiration to me conquering various city marathons and cycle rides including John O’Groats to Lands’ end. 
Now she is on a new mission in 2020 with a whole new set of challenges and she is enticing me to swim the 
Serpentine with her – so we’ll see.  Justin Osmond’s words from the conference “challenge your limits” are 
echoing in my mind.  So, on top of a full year in BAA Presidency to master maybe I also have a new goal- eek? 

Back to January and what we have been up to so far. Board members are busy reviewing and submitting their 
annual plan comments and their board reports in preparation for our first board meeting on the 20th of this 
month. I guess this month is really the get-go for us. November and December, we reflected on Conference 
and how we want to start shaping our ways of working, so from here on we get to work! 

From Board we have an exec group which consists of myself, Sue Falkingham as past president, Kath Lewis as 
vice president, Victoria as our Digital & Communications executive and May McNeill our PA from Fitwise. We 
plan to hold WebEx meetings every couple of weeks to touch base, inform and check that we are on track 
with work streams. We held our first one of these on the 6th Jan. 

Victoria and I are currently in Edinburgh to meeting with the Fitwise team to look at the contract, service 
agreements and how to work efficiently to give members best value and keep you connected and involved 
with BAA. We are also discussing the new website and ongoing maintenance of the member database. It is 
important that we get the integration of the member data base right for the new website and it is this which 
has held us up.   

Following this meeting, I’m meeting up with Adrian Carragher to understand more about Scottish Audiology, 
workforce and ways that BAA can work to support Scotland. I plan to do this for each home country. 

So far this month I have also held an online meeting with our Education & Accreditation Board members and 
Health Care Science Board member, Lizanne Steenkemp, Tim Wilding and Michelle Foster to discuss the 
People Plan [click here], education and training routes, workforce skills, gaps and what the future might look 
like under a Healthcare Science approach and how we might want to input into this. Between us, we are 
looking to pull together a position paper and at the next Board Meeting, Tim will share his analysis of the 
workforce data survey which many of you kindly completed. 

We have also been discussing the content for the Heads of Services meeting and plan to bring you news on 
this soon along with a firm date, it is looking like towards the end of March so hopefully, this gives enough 
time to arrange a day out. 

So, all in all, a busy month so far and we are only half way through – hope you all have a great January and get 
back up to speed after the Christmas break. 

Remember you can email me directly via president@baaudiology.org  

https://www.baaudiology.org/index.php/download_file/view/2761/183/
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